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REGIONAL INFORMATION OFFICES 
The U.S. Department of Labor operates through 10 regional offices 


located in major cities across the country. 


If you want a local angle on a 


news or feature story provided through this service--or have a direct news 


inquiry--you may contact one of the offices listed below. 


This listing 


includes the names, addresses and telephone numbers of the Regional Directors 
for Public Affairs and the States in their regions: 


John M. Chavez 
Room 1700 

JFK Federal Bldg. 
Boston, MA 02203 
617-565-2072 


Region I 


Connecticut 
Maine 
Massachusetts 
New Hampshire 
Rhode Island 
Vermont 


Chester Fultz 
201 Varick St. 
Room 605 A 
New York, NY 
212-337-2319 


Region II 


New Jersey 
New York 
Puerto Rico 
Virgin Islands 


10014 


John P. Hord 

Room 14120 

3535 Market St. 

PA 19104 


Region III 


Delaware 
District of 
Columbia 

Maryland 
Pennsylvania 
Virginia 


Philadelphia, 
215-596-1139 


Region IV Dan Fuqua 
Room 317 
Alabama 
Florida 
Georgia 
Mississippi 
North Carolina 
South Carolina 
Tennessee 
Kentucky 


Atlanta, GA 30357 
404-347-4495 


John D. Mellott 
Room 3192 
230 S. Dearborn St. 


Chicago, IL 60604 
312-353-6976 


Region V 


Illinois 
Indiana 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Ohio 
Wisconsin 


1371 Peachtree St., N.E. 


Region VI.... 


Arkansas 
Louisiana 
New Mexico 
Oklahoma 
Texas 


Region VII... 


Iowa 
Kansas 
Missouri 
Nebraska 


Region VIII.. 


Colorado 
Montana 
North Dakota 
South Dakota 
Utah 

Wyoming 


Region IX.... 


Arizona 
California 
Hawaii 
Nevada 


Region X 


Alaska 
Idaho 
Oregon 
Washington 


Sherrie Moran 
Room 724 
555 Griffin St. 

» TX 75202 
214-767-4776 


Patrick A. Hand 
Room 2509 

Federal Office Bldg. 
911 Walnut St. 


Kansas City, MO 64106 


816-374-5481 


Ernest E. Sanchez 
Room 1468 
Federal Bldg. 
1961 Stout St. 

, CO 80294 
303-844-4235 


Joe B. Kirkbride 
Suite 1035 
71 Stevenson St. 


San Francisco, CA 94105 
414-744-6673 


Mike Shimizu 
Room 805 
1111 Third Ave. Bldg 


Seattle, WA 98101 
206-442-7620 





Week of June 25, 1990 


STATE AND METROPOLITAN AREA EMPLOYMENT 
AND UNEMPLOYMENT: APRIL 1990 


WASHINGTON -- Employment on nonfarm payrolls was higher in 
April 1990 than a year earlier in 44 states and the District of 
Columbia, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. 
Department of Labor. Unemployment rates were lower than a year 
earlier in 29 states. The national unemployment rate for civilian 
workers was 5.2 percent in April, not seasonally adjusted, compared 
with 5.1 percent a year earlier. 


Because the data for individual states and areas are not 
seasonally adjusted, comparisons in this release are limited to 
changes from the same month a year earlier. Over-the-month 
comparisons may be affected by seasonal changes and thus could 
present a misleading picture of underlying economic trends. 


Unemployment 


Seven states, all in the South or West, reported 
over-the-year declines of 1 percentage point or more in their 
unemployment rate. Louisiana had the largest reduction (2.6 
percentage points), followed by West Virginia (1.9 points) and 
Arkansas (1.6 points). Seven states had over-the-year increases 
of more than 1 percentage point. The largest increases occurred 
in four New England states--Rhode Island (3.2 points), Connecticut 
(1.9 points), Massachusetts (1.8 points), and New Hampshire 
(1.7 points). (See table 1.) 


There were seven states with unemployment rates below 4 
percent in April. Nebraska (2.4 percent) and Hawaii (2.6 percent) 
had the lowest rates, while Kansas, Maryland, North Carolina, South 
Dakota, and Virginia had rates between 3.3 and 3.7 percent. In 
contrast, unemployment rates were 7 percent or higher in three 
states--Alaska (7.9 percent), Rhode Island (7.1 percent), and 
Michigan (7.0 percent). (See the map.) 


Of the 269 metropolitan areas for which April data are 
available, 47 had over-the-year decreases of 1 percentage point or 
more in their unemployment rate, while 56 had increases of that 
magnitude. A total of 62 areas had April 1990 rates below 4 
percent, while 34 had rates of 7 percent or higher. The lowest 
rates were in Iowa City, Iowa (1.5 percent) and Lincoln, Nebr., and 
Charlottesville, Va. (both 2.0 percent). The highest rates were 
in McAllen-Edinburg-Mission, Tex. (19.5 percent) and Modesto, 

Calif. (12.1 percent). ' 


-more- 
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Employment 


The number of states where payroll employment, as measured 
by the monthly survey of nonfarm’ establishments, showed 
over-the-year gains of 2 percent or more declined to 24 in april, 
down from 28 for the year ended in March and 34 for the year ended 
in February. Nevada continued to show the largest job gains (7.6 
percent), followed by Idaho (6.1 percent), Washington (5.4 
percent), Utah (4.8 percent), Florida (4.7 percent), Oregon 

(4.3 percent), and Hawaii (4.1 percent). There were six states 
with over-the-year employment losses; five of them were in New 
England. 


Every state reported over-the-year employment gains in 
services. Also, over four-fifths of the states had higher 
employment levels in trade; finance, insurance, and real estate; 
and government. In contrast, more than half of the states had 
over-the-year decreases in manufacturing jobs. 


-more~- 
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Table 3. Unemployment rates by state and selected metropolitan areas 
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See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table 3. Unemployment rates by state and selected metropolitan areas-Continued 
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Week of June 25, 1990 


PRO XES--MAY 1990 


WASHINGTON -- The Producer Price Index for Finished Goods 
moved up 0.3 percent from April to May on a seasonally adjusted 
basis, the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of 
Labor has reported. This increase followed 3 months of small 
declines. The Intermediate Goods Price Index edged down 0.1 
percent in May, the third consecutive month of little or no change. 
Prices for crude goods also moved down 0.1 percent over the month, 
after falling much more in both April and March. 


Mucl of the May upturn in the Finished Goods Price Index was 
due to prices for consumer foods, which rose 0.6 percent following 
drops of the same magnitude in both April and March. The index for 
energy goods Table A. Monthly and annual percent changes in 
selected stage-of-processing price indexes, seasonally adjusted 
continued to decrease, although the decline was smaller than in any 
of the 3 preceding months. The index for finished goods other than 
foods and energy rose 0.2 percent, about the same as in most other 
recent months. 


Before seasonal adjustment, the Producer Price Index for 
Finished Goods advanced 0.6 percent in May to 117.7 (1982=100). 


During the 12 months ended in May 1990, the Finished Goods 
Price Index increased 3.1 percent, the Intermediate Goods Price 
Index nudged up 0.2 percent, and the Crude Goods Price Index 
declined 1.8 percent. Consumer food prices moved up 4.8 percent 
over the year, while indexes for food-related materials rose 1.6 
percent at both the intermediate and the crude levels. Energy 
indexes were down more than 5 percent within the finished 
and the crude goods categories, while the intermediate energy index 
was down 0.4 percent over the last 12 months. Excluding the 
often-volatile food and energy sectors, prices for finished goods 
rose 3.6 percent over the year; corresponding indexes at the 
intermediate and crude levels, however, fell 0.2 and 1.4 percent, 
respectively. , 
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CONSUMER PRICE INDEX--MAY 1990 


WASHINGTON -- The Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumer 
(CPI-U) rose 0.2 percent before seasonal adjustment in May to a 
level of 129.2 (1982-84=100), the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the 
U.S. Department of Labor has reported. For the 12-month period 
ended in May, the CPI-U increased 4.4 percent. 


The Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical 
Workers (CPI-W) increased 0.2 percent in May prior to seasonal 
adjustment. The May 1990 CPI-W level of 127.5 was 4.1 percent 
higher than the index in May 1989. 


CPI for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) 


On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI-U rose 0.2 percent in 
May. The rise was the same as in April and follows much larger 
increases in the first 3 months of the year. The more moderate 
rates of increase in April and May are most evident in those 
components largely responsible for the substantial increase in the 
first quarter--food, energy, shelter, and apparel. In May, the 
indexes for energy and apparel declined 0.7 and 0.3 percent, 
respectively. Food prices were, on average, unchanged; while 
shelter costs rose 0.2 percent. In contrast, the indexes for 
medical care continued to advance substantially, and other goods 
and services rose sharply in May. These increases accounted for 
almost three-fourths of the overall CPI-U advance. 


During the first 5 months of 1990, the CPI-U rose at a 
seasonally adjusted annual rate of 5.8 percent. This compares with 


a 6.3 percent rate in the first 5 months of last year and a 4.6 
percent change in the 12 months ended in December 1989. 


CPI for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W) 
On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI for Urban Wage Earners 
and Clerical Workers rose 0.1 percent in May. 


# # # 
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Fillers from the U.S. Department of Labor 


The first private pension plan offered by a company was 
established by the American Express Company in 1875, according to 
"Labor Firsts in America," a U.S. Labor Department publication. 


# # # 


The first investigation of old age associations was done in 
1903 by the Massachusetts Bureau of Labor Statistics, according 
to “Labor Firsts in America," a U.S. Labor Department 
publication. 


The first proposal for federal legisiation to provide old 
age pensions was made by Congressman William B. Wilson (D.Pa.), 
who became the first Secretary of Labor in 1913. 


# # # 





